703 AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE SQUADRON

MISSION

LINEAGE

3 Engineering Squadron constituted, May 1944

Activated, May 1944

Inactivated, Jan 1946

Disbanded, 8 Oct 1948

Reconstituted and redesignated 703 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 17 Dec 2002
Activated, 10 Jan 2003

STATIONS

Tinker Field, OK, May 1944
Isley Field, Saipan, Sep 1944
Elmendorf AFB, AK, 10 Jan 2003

ASSIGNMENTS

65 Service Group, May 1944

3 Maintenance Group, 10 Jan 2003
COMMANDERS

HONORS

Service Streamers

Western Pacific Theatre

Campaign Streamers

Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers



Decorations

Air Force Outstanding Unit Awards
[10 Jan 2003-30 Sep 2003

1 Oct 2003-30 Sep 2005

1 Oct 2005-1 Nov 2006

2 Nov 2006-1 Nov 2008

2 Nov 2008-1 Nov 2009

EMBLEM

On adisc Or, a bend sinister Azure, overall a horse forcene Sable bridled of the second, caparisoned
of the like, crenellated of the first, thereon a knight in armor Proper, plumed Yellow, the dexter
hand grasping a lance palewise Argent (Silver Gray) while bearing on sinister arm a shield blazoned
Or, a four-bladed propeller in saltire Gules; all within a narrow border Black. Attached above the
disc, a White scroll edged with a narrow Black border and inscribed “HEAVY METAL” in Black
letters. Attached below the disc, a White scroll edged with a narrow Black border and inscribed
"703 AMXS" in Black letters. SIGNIFICANCE: Ultramarine blue and Air Force yellow are the Air Force
colors. Blue alludes to the sky, the primary theater of Air Force operations. Yellow refers to the
sun and the excellence required of Air Force personnel. The knight on horseback represents
bravery and strength, as well as the 703d Aircraft Maintenance Squadron and the troops who
deploy to support and defend the United States of America. The propeller on the shield stands for
the unit’s history, dating back to World War Il. (Approved, 3 Nov 2003)

MOTTO

OPERATIONS

The 3 Engineering Squadron was constituted and activated in May of 1944 at Tinker Field, OK as
part of the 65 Service Group. In September of 1944 the Squadron arrived on Isley Field, Saipan
where it provided aircraft maintenance support to B-29s assigned to the 73rd Bomb Wing. It
remained on Saipan supporting the B-29 strategic bombing campaign of the Japanese home islands
for the duration of World War Il. The squadron returned to the United States in late 1945 and was
inactivated in January of 1946. Redesignated the 703 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron and activated
on 10 Jan 2003.

1/21/2011 - JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska -- One of the 3rd Wing's newest units



has begun working in association with the Alaska Air National Guard in keeping with 2005 Base
Closure and Realignment commission recommendations. The 537th Aircraft Maintenance Unit,
703rd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 3rd Maintenance Group, 3rd Wing, is working side by side
with the Alaska Air National Guard, 176th Wing to support airlift missions by the active-duty that
span the globe. "With the reserve associate, our Guard friends here are going to own all the
airplanes," said Chief Master Sgt. William Holm, 537th AMU chief. The 537th maintenance team
will be working on approximately 16 C-130 aircraft to support flying operations for both the active
duty 537th Airlift Squadron and the Guard's 144th Airlift Squadron, Holm said. "The idea is that
with the 537th AS utilizing the Guard resources we are going to augment the Guard's maintenance
capability," Holm said. One of the biggest benefits of the active-duty/National Guard association is
experience, Holm said. "There's one (National Guard Airman) who has been working on C-130s
since 1975 and another guy who's been working on C-130s since 1978," Holm said. "The experience
and training opportunities you get just can't be duplicated in the active duty world." Several of the
537th AMU's new members were part of the active-duty 517th Airlift Squadron when it was still
flying C-130s, Holm said.

Tech. Sgt. Nicholas Tonino, 537th AMU crew chief and New London, Conn. native, is one such
Airman. He left the 517th AS and joined the 537th AMU in October and has helped with the re-
organization of the unit. "On a daily basis, | maintain, service and inspect the C-130s out there and
make sure they're flying safely," Tonino said. Tonino has been at Joint Base ElImendorf-Richardson
since 2004 and has seven years of experience on C-130s during his 10 year Air Force career.
"Sergeant Tonino is very valuable for us because he was in the 517th when they had C-130s, so he
brings a lot of significant corporate knowledge," Holm said.

Tonino has done a lot of the communication work and organizing for the unit's current 10 person
staff, Holm said. "As a unit's starting up, we have nothing," Holm said. "We don't have any recall
rosters, we don't have any form 55s, we don't have any training checklists; basically, everything a
normal unit has we didn't have." Tonino and Senior Master Sgt. Brett Elledge were the nucleus the
rest of the unit formed around, Holm said. The 537th AMU's new working area will be in Hangar 18,
on JBER, the former workspace for the 517th's C-130s. The C-130 is a popular airframe, Holm said.
"There's a cult following for C-130s," Holm said. "l can't tell you how many people I've had come up
to me and say, 'hey, can | go up on the C-130?" With the 537th AS flying C-130 missions and the
537th AMU maintaining the airframes, C-130 fans should have no problem seeing more of the
planes at JBER.
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